
Beyond Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
 
At High Rock, Diary of a Wimpy Kid series is a staple, a book kids go back to reading between 
books, an old favorite. Some students have trouble finding another series that feels as 
comfortable to them. Here are some suggestions, both for the readers who want more than just 
text on a page and for those looking for other ways to take a break between longer books. 

 
Written by Janet Tashjian, a 
former Needham resident. The 
8th book comes out this spring. 
They feature Derek, a boy who 
has trouble concentrating on his 
schoolwork but likes to draw. His 
sketches of vocabulary words in 
the margins are a favorite part. 

 
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading - the first in the six book series by 
Tommy Greenwald. The books follow Charlie from entering middle school 
through high school and his claim to be the most reluctant reader ever born. A 
conversational tone and adventures in a realistic setting make these books 
popular. 
 
 
 

Also by Tommy Greenwald, Game Changer is a popular new book that has yet to 
spend more than a day on High Rock’s shelves. Teddy is thirteen and injured in a 
football accident. The cause of his injury unfolds through texts, online forums, 
newspaper articles. There is enough white space on the page for reluctant readers 
and enough drama to keep readers engaged.  
 
 
 

 
King of the Bench by Steve Moore 
Steve plays the same position in all sports, a 
bench warmer. The author is a cartoonist who 
played the same position as a kid; the main 
character shares his name. First published in 
2017, a favorite at High Rock. 
 
 

 



Ellie McDoodle series by Ruth McNally Bradshaw 
Ellie is a middle schooler who likes to draw, and 
her doodles decorate the pages of stories set in 
diary form. Adventures such as travelling with 
cousins and meeting an interesting boy in the 
campground, running a dog walking service, and 
running for school office.  
 
 

 
The Middle School series by James Patterson 
Rafe is trying to break every rule in his sixth grade in the first 
book in the series. There are soon to be eleven books 
featuring imagination and high jinx in middle school. 
 
 

I Funny series by James Patterson 
Jamie Grimm is a stand up comedian who dreams of being the 
world’s best stand up comedian, even if he can’t actually stand up. 
There are now six books in the series. 
 
 

 
Frazzled series by Booki Vivat 
Addie is worried about every aspect of middle school, and 
the only subject she thinks she excels in is lunch. The 
third book is being published in February. 
 
 
 
 

Big Nate by Lincoln Peirce 
Big Nate needs no introduction to middle schoolers who know that Nate’s adventures 
come in both book and comic form. Savvy readers know that Peirce is no longer 
publishing the novels, just the comics, and they are looking forward to his new series. 
 

 
Max and the Midknights by Lincoln Peirce 
Magic and misadventures in this new series in which Max goes on a quest to 
become a knight and to rescue his uncle who was kidnapped by King Gastley. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


