
Summer Reading Grade 6 High Rock School 
Be Yourself: Become a Community 

 
Be Yourself: Realistic Fiction 

Alexander, Kwame. Booked. (2016) 
Verse novels for sports fans. In Booked, twelve year old Nick lives for soccer. His life 
off the field is more complicated. His linguistics professor father wants him to 
memorize words from his dictionary, his mother is leaving to pursue her dream job, 
and a couple of bullies pay too much attention to him. The rapping librarian with a 

Mohawk is a help, and readers will be interested to check out the books 
he recommends.  
Crossover (2014) Jordan and Josh Bell, with their lives on and off the 
court. Rebound (2018) features their father, Chuck, and how his 
mistakes as a kid led him to a summer with his grandparents and a 
chance to learn to love basketball. 
 
 

Benjamin, Ali. The Thing about Jellyfish (PB 2017) 
Suzy is convinced that the Medusa jellyfish was the reason her friend drowned. 
Suzy stops speaking and pursues her scientific study as she tries to make sense of 
the tragedy and also her connections to others in middle school.  
 
Conklin, Melanie. Counting Thyme (2016)  
Moving to New York City is hard on Thyme. She knows her little brother needs the 
medical care he can get in the city, but she misses her California life. She carefully 
collects all gifts of time her parents give her, hoping to use them to return to her 
friends. A High Rock favorite. 
 
Draper, Sharon. Out of My Mind. (PB 2012) 
Melody is the smartest kid in her entire school, but no one knows it. She can’t say a 
word. When she learns to use a computer that will speak for her, her world begins to 
open.  
 

Graff, Lisa. Lost in the Sun (PB 2016) 
Trent needs a new start in middle school. His parents are getting divorced, he feels 
like he doesn’t do anything right, and he is sure that everyone in town is blaming him 
for accidentally killing a classmate during a pick up hockey game. If you liked 
Wonder, you will want to read how Trent begins to find his way after making friends 
with Fallon, the girl with the mysterious scar. 
 

 



 
 

 
Green, Tim. Football Genius.(PB 2008) 
Troy is a football genius. He can look at the field and predict what the opposing team 
is going to do next. On his own team, however, he does not get a chance to play. His 
mother has started a new job with the Atlanta Falcons, and Troy knows that he can 
help his favorite team win. Will Troy be able to use his gifts? The first in a series by 
Tim Green, a professional football player. Also, Baseball Great and sequels. 
 
Grimes, Nikki. Garvey’s Choice (2016)  
A verse novel about the year Garvey learns to follow his passions. His father likes 
sports; Garvey prefers reading, astronomy, and eating junk food. When his friend 
convinces him to join chorus, he gets a chance to be truly good at something. A 
verse novel. 
 
Hunt, Lynda Mullaly. One for the Murphys (PB 2013) 
Casey knows how to be tough. She does not know how to be a member of a loving 
family. When she joins the Murphy family as their foster daughter, she learns that 
she too deserves kindness in her life. 
 
 
Jamieson, Victoria. Roller Girl (PB 2015) 
Astrid thinks the perfect summer will be attending Roller Derby camp with her best 
friend Nicole. Instead, Nicole chooses to attend ballet camp, and skating is much 
harder than Astrid had anticipated. A graphic novel about friendships and 
perseverance.  
 
 
 
Kehret, Peg. Stolen Children (PB 2010) 
The babysitting class Amy takes does not tell her what to do if the child she is 
watching is kidnapped and the kidnappers take her along. 
 
 
 
 

Kelly, Erin Entrada. Blackbird Fly (PB 2016) 
Apple struggles with feeling different; her best friend dumps her because she is not 
attractive enough. Her dream is to play the guitar, but her mother thinks she is being 
too American and does not allow her to waste her time. A book about friendship, the 
meaning of popularity, and pursuing your own talents. 
 



 
Moore, David Barclay. The Stars Beneath Our Feet (2017) 
A bag of Legos and the chance to build his city become the path to healing after 
Lolly’s brother is murdered. Winner of many awards this winter.  
 
 
 
 
Patterson, James and Chris Grabenstein. I Funny (2012) 
James Grimm wants to be the funniest standup comedian. The problem? He is in a 
wheelchair and can not stand up. The secret to his past unfolds gradually as he 
works toward his dream of becoming a comedian. Good for graduates of the Wimpy 
Kid series. 
 

Perez, Celia. The First Rule of Punk (2017) 
Malu loves punk rock, skateboarding, and zines. She does not like starting over at a 
new school, being far from her father, or cilantro. Pages are decorated with some of 
the artwork from Malu’s zines. Recommended for fans of Roller Girl. 
 

 
 
Pinkney, Andrea. The Red Pencil (PB 2015)  
Twelve year old Amira lives in South Darfur, Sudan in 2003. This realistic fiction 
novel tells her life in verse: her dreams of going to school, managing hunger when 
the drought comes, and the coming of war to her village.  
 
 
Shang, Wendy Wan. The Great Wall of Lucy Wu (PB 2013) 
Lucy wants to play basketball. She does not want to go to Chinese school, and she 
does not want to share her room with her great-aunt who has just come from China. 
 
 
 
 
Sloan, Holly Goldberg. Counting by 7s (PB 2014) 
Willow, a gifted student, struggles to make friends at school. Her one connection is 
Mai, the girl she meets while waiting for the guidance counselor. When Willow’s 
parents are killed, Mai’s mother takes her in. Willow’s gift for bringing people 
together ultimately changes lives. Fans of Wonder may want to read this book.  
 
 

 
 



 
Vivat, Booki. Frazzled: Everyday Disasters and Impending Doom (2016)  
Abby Wu isn't sure about middle school. She knows about being in the 
middle; she is a middle child, and she hates riding in the middle seat in 
the car. Why would middle school be any better than the other middles? 
Her only favorite class is lunch. With pages similar in format to Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid, Abby describes how she finds her way in middle school. 
Also, Frazzled 2: Ordinary Mishaps and Inevitable Catastrophes (2017). 

 
Become a Community: Realistic Fiction 

 
Anderson, John. Mrs. Bixby’s Last Day (PB 2017)  
Fans of Mr. Terupt will enjoy another school story told from multiple points of view. 
Mrs. Bixby is the best teacher ever, and her students are devastated when she has to 
leave school. Three students go on a quest to honor their teacher and to give her the 
personal goodbye they missed when she left suddenly.  
Anderson.  
 
Posted (PB 2018) 
When school administrators takes away students’ cell phones, students begin to 
communicate with sticky notes left on lockers and other spots around the school. 
These physical notes are similar to notes from their digital world: some are kind, but 
just as many are not. A school story focused on student interactions and the power of 
words. 
 
Asher, Dianne. Sidetracked. (2017) 
Fans of Wonder will appreciate the story of Joseph who learns that he is able to do 
more than he thought when he joins the school track team and makes friends with 
Heather. Heather is his opposite, tall, athletic, academically gifted whereas Joseph is 
the slowest kid in the school and often distracted. A High Rock favorite. 
 
 
 

Bauer, Joan. Close to Famous (PB 2012) Almost Home (PB 2013) Soar (PB 2017) 
Cooking is the key to becoming part of a community, Foster McFee has learned. Foster 
can memorize a recipe, but she is not able to read; she dreads starting a new school. 
Will the recluse movie star who is hiding in town really be able to help her?  
 
 

 
 
 



 
In Almost Home, Sugar Mae Cole and her mother become homeless. The 
adorable puppy on the cover helps keep Sugar grounded as she copes with 
the many changes in her life. 
In Soar, Jeremiah is a huge baseball fan even though his health issues don’t 
allow him to play. When his new town abolishes the baseball team due to a 
scandal, he makes it his mission to help the town build a team. 
 

 
Buyea, Rob. Because of Mr. Terupt (PB 2011) Mr. Terupt Falls Again 
(PB 2013) Saving Mr. Terupt (PB 2016) 
The new teacher figures out the class quickly and gently encourages 
the students to be themselves. When he is hurt in an accident, the 
class must find a way to continue without him. Told from the 
perspective of seven of the students.  

 
Cheng, Jack. See You in the Cosmos (PB 2018) 
Alex dreams of launching his golden iPod into space like his hero, Carl Sagan. Told in a 
series of journal entries, he recounts the journey to rocket camp with his dog Carl Sagan, 
launching a road trip where he finds friends and family. 
 
 
Connor, Leslie. Waiting for Normal (PB 2010)  
Addie is waiting for normal. She is missing her stepfather and the stability he brought to 
her family, and she is living in a trailer in a parking lot. In this book Addie tries to make a 
family for herself as she struggles in school and with her undependable mother while she 
waits for her life to return to normal. 
 
 
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle (2017)  
Mason Buttle tells the truth. The police officer who comes around to talk to him often 
doesn’t believe him. His best friend died in his orchard a year ago, and the town thinks he 
must have done something wrong. A story of empathy, good for fans of Wonder.  
 
 

Creech, Sharon. Moo: A Novel (PB 2017)  
When Reena moves to Maine, she doesn’t expect what will happen when she starts to 
take care of the neighbor’s cow. If you liked Love That Dog or Hate That Cat, you will want 
to read this verse novel. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Davies, Jacqueline. Nothing But Trouble (PB 2018)  
Sixth grade brings Maggie a new friend and a partner in crime for epic pranks pulled on the 
school community. Creativity creates community in this new book by Jacqueline Davies, a 
Needham native and author of the Lemonade War series. 
 

 
 
Holt, K. A. Rhyme Schemer. (PB 2015) 
A free verse novel about Kevin, bully turned victim, whose unique brand of poetry (created 
from library books) will appeal to Diary of a Wimpy Kid readers. 
 
 
 
Jacobson, Jennifer. Small As an Elephant. (PB 2013)  
Jack’s unpredictable mother leaves him at a campsite in the Acadia National Park. Unwilling 
to ask for help, Jack tries to find his way home by himself in this survival story  
 
 
 
Jones, Traci L. Silhouetted by the Blue (PB 2015) 
 How do you do well in school, be the star of the school musical, and run a family at the 
same time? Serena’s father is so sad after the death of his wife that he isn’t going to work 
or even getting out of bed. It is up to Serena to find a way to get help. 
 
 
 
 
Kahn, Hena. Amina’s Voice (PB 2018) 
Amina is a Pakistani-American who loves to sing but does not want to be in the spotlight. 
With sixth grade brings changes in friendships and a visit from her uncle who disapproves 
of her piano playing. Her community must work together when there is fire at her mosque.  
 
 
 
Korman, Gordon. Ungifted (PB 2014)  
Donovan isn’t gifted - unless his gift is for getting into trouble. After his latest escapade 
(when he touched a ball on a statue, and the heavy ball rolled down a hill, into the gym, 
ruining the championship game and the gym floor), the superintendent writes down his 
name. Lucky for Donovan, he makes a mistake and writes it on a list of students to be 
recommended for the gifted school.  
 



 
 
Restart (PB 2018) 
Chase loses his memory after falling from a roof. When he goes back to school, he has 
to figure out who his classmates are. Why are some people scared of him? What kind 
of person did he used to be, and what choices will he make now? 
 
 
 

 
Mass, Wendy. Every Soul a Star (PB 2009)  
Ally, Bree, and Jack become a team when they share a common goal at 
the one place in the United States where people can see a total solar 
eclipse. 
A Mango Shaped Space (PB 2005) 
Mia has learned not to talk about the colors she sees when she looks at 
numbers, especially after her class laughed at her for using color to 
describe a math problem.  

 
Mosier, Paul.  Train I Ride (PB 2018) 
Rydr is on a train, traveling between her old life with her grandmother to her new life with 
a relative she hasn’t met. She has had a tough life, but the people she meets on the 
train help her get ready for her new home. 
 
 

Be Yourself: Historical Fiction 
 
Gratz, Alan. Refugee (2017) 
The stories of three refugees intertwine: one from Nazi Germany in 1938, one from Cuba in 
1994,  and one from Aleppo in 2015. The compelling stories frame the refugee experience 
and offer readers a window into their lives. 
 
 

 
Jackson, Linda Williams. Midnight without a Moon (PB 2017)  
Mississippi in 1955, Rosa lives with her sharecropper grandparents 
near where Emmett Till is murdered. Their stories intertwine as Rosa 
faces choices about her future. Should she stay in the South or look for 
new opportunities in the North? The sequel is A Sky Full of Stars 
(2018) 
 
 

 



 
Kelly, Jacqueline. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate (PB 2011) 
It is 1899, and Calpurnia is not happy learning the domestic skills that 
a girl of her age and status must master. She would rather be 
outside, learning about the natural world. The public librarian won’t 
give the famous book Darwin’s Origin of Species to Calpurnia. 
Calpurnia finds the book in an unlikely place, her grandfather’s own 
library, and the two forge a relationship based on their mutual interest 
in science. Sequel is The Curious World of Calpurnia Tate (PB 2017) 

 
Pearsall, Shelley. Jump Into the Sky (PB 2013) 
In 1945, Levi’s aunt decides that she has taken care of him long enough and sends him 
to find his father who is in the U.S. Army. Levi’s journey takes him down south to where 
he thinks his father is. If you liked The Watsons Go To Birmingham, you will like this 
story of another family’s journey.  
 
 
Rose, Caroline Starr. May B. (PB 2014) 
May’s father sends her fifteen long prairie miles away to help a newly married couple 
with their homestead. This verse novel becomes a survival story as May is left to cope 
on the homestead alone.  
 
 
 

Schlitz, Laura Amy. A Drowned Maiden’s Hair (PB 2007)  
“On the morning of the best day in my life, I was locked in the outhouse singing The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic at the top of my lungs.” Maud is rescued from her temporary 
imprisonment by a woman who needs her skills to help her run seances. Will she find the 
family she longs for? 
 

 
Smith, Roland. Elephant Run (PB 2009)  
 Nick‘s parents want to keep him safe from the bombing in London during World War II, 
so they send him to their plantation in Burma. Little do they know that the Japanese army 
is about to invade, and Nick must rely on the skills of old friends and on their elephants to 
escape to safety. 
 
 
 

Smith, Sheri. Flygirl (PB 2010) 
During World War II, Ida Mae wants to fly airplanes, but her race and gender limit her 
options. She makes the difficult decision to pass as white so that she can join the Women 
AirForce Service Pilots (WASP), a civilian group that flies non-combat missions.  



 
Thor, Annika. A Faraway Island (PB 2011) The Lily Pond (PB 
2012) Deep Sea (2015) 
During World War II, twelve year old Stephie and seven year 
old Nellie are sent to live with two sisters on a rugged Swedish 
island far from their home in Vienna. They worry about their 
parents in Nazi Germany as they try to adapt to island life. 
 

Yelchin, Eugene. Breaking Stalin’s Nose (PB 2013) 
Sasha strives to be a good communist, following all of the rules of his leader, Stalin. 
The night before he is to become a Young Pioneer, however, his illusions shatter. A 
short book, and a glimpse into the lives of children in the Soviet Union. 
 
 
 

Become a Community: Historical Fiction 
 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker, The War that Saved My Life (PB 2016), The 
War I Finally Won (2017) 
Nine year old Ada has been kept inside all her life due to her clubfoot and 
her mother’s shame. When the children in London are evacuated, she 
escapes to join her little brother and to get a new chance at life. The 
sequel is just as satisfying. 
 

Burg, Ann. Unbound (2016)  
Grace’s family warns her to keep quiet when she starts work as a slave in the Big 
House. When she rebels, they need to flee quickly. This verse novel tells of their 
journey to the Great Dismal Swamp, a refuge for runaway slaves. 
 

 
Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts (PB 
2006) Al Capone Shines My Shoes (PB 2011) Al 
Capone Does My Homework (PB 2014) . Al Capone 
Throws Me a Curve (2018) 
The adventures of Moose who moves to Alcatraz 
Island where his father is a prison guard for the 
infamous prisoners including the gangster Al Capone.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Gantos, Jack. Dead End in Norvelt (PB 2013) From Norvelt to Nowhere (PB 
2015) 
An autobiographical and funny account of the summer Jack is grounded 
because he followed his father’s orders (Cut down the corn crop!) and not his 
mother’s (Don’t you dare touch my corn!)  An elderly neighbor asks for his 
help typing obituaries for the original town residents, and he finds that this 
job leads to wild adventures.  
 

Hayles, Marsha. The Breathing Room (PB 2013) 
It is 1940, and Evvy has contracted tuberculosis. She is sent to a Sanatorium to be cured, 
and her world becomes the small ward of girls who are sharing their hope for recovery. 
 
 

 
Holm, Jennifer. Full of Beans (PB 2018)  
It is the Great Depression, and jobs and luck are scarce in the Florida 
Great Keys. Beans and his gang are out to earn some money and 
wind up helping the unusual northerners who think that painting 
houses bright colors and creating a tourism industry will help the 
town. Based on the author's own family history. Turtle in Paradise 
(PB 2011) is a companion book. 
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. The Great Trouble (PB 2015) 
Equal parts medical mystery, historical novel, and survival story about the 1854 London 
cholera outbreak. Follow Eel as he tries to help his friend and gets pulled into the 
detective work of the historical figure Dr. Snow. 
 
 

 
Levine, Kristin. The Best Bad Luck I Ever Had (PB 2010)  
The new postmaster has a daughter, not a son, bad luck for Dit who is 
looking for a new best friend. Emma does learn how to play baseball, 
and she teaches Dit new skills as they form an alliance that becomes 
necessary to save a man’s life in Alabama, 1917. 
Lions of Little Rock (PB 2013) 
It is 1958, and Marlee’s new best friend helps her find her voice. When  
Liz vanishes without a word, Marlee wants to find her and instead finds 
danger in trying to cross the color lines in the segregated south. 

 
 
 



 
Nielsen, Jennifer. A Night Divided (PB 2018)  
Gerta, her mother, and her older brother live on the Soviet side of the Berlin wall, and her 
father and middle brother are on the German side. When Gerta spies her father on the 
observation deck, she decodes his message that it is time for them to attempt a dangerous 
escape. An historical thriller. 

 
 
Wiles, Deborah. Countdown (PB 2012) Revolution (PB 2017) 
A collection of newspaper ads, radio broadcasts, and black and white 
photographs add background information about the 1960’s to Franny’s story about 
the Cuban missile crisis and fears of a nuclear war. 

 
Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy Summer. (PB 2011), P.S. Be 
Eleven (PB 2015), Gone Crazy in Alabama (PB 2016) 
In 1968 three sisters fly across the country to meet their mother, 
an artist who at first has little interest in her children. The three 
sisters respond to their mother in different ways as they spend 
their summer at the neighborhood community center run by the 
Black Panthers.  

 
 

Be Yourself:  Fantasy 
 

Anderson, Jody Lee. My Diary from the Edge of the World (PB 2017) 
In a world where dragons burned down the local T. J. Maxx, where sasquatches are 
terrifyingly real and forests are encroaching the shopping malls, is it surprising that 
someone can fall off the edge of the world? Gracie’s family journeys to the edge to escape 
from the dark cloud of death that seems to be following her younger brother.  

 
Anderson, John. Sidekicked (PB 2014) Minion (PB 2015) 
It is tough to be the sidekick for a superhero who never shows up. When the evil 
villain appears, however, it may be Andrew’s time to shine. A page turner for 
comic book lovers. 
 

Bacon, Lee. Joshua Dread (PB 2013) Joshua Dread: The Nameless 
Hero (PB 2014)  Joshua Dread,: The Dominion Key (PB 2015) 
It is hard for Joshua to keep a low profile in sixth grade because he is 
hiding two secrets. First, his parents are supervillains, and second, he 
seems to be developing super powers as well. Does he have to use it 
for evil? Good for readers looking for a funny, action packed book. 
 



 
Barnhill, Kelly. The Girl Who Drank the Moon (2016) 
Every year the village elder chooses the youngest child to sacrifice to the witch, and every 
year the witch rescues the baby, wondering who would leave a child alone on the road. 
When the witch accidentally lets the baby drink moonlight, she gets magical powers. 
 
 
 

DasGupta, Sayantani. The Serpent’s Secret. (2018) 
On her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala does not expect to be attacked by a rakkosh, rescued by a 
pair of princes, and embark on a quest to rescue her parents. Percy Jackson with Indian 
folklore - fast paced adventure. 
 
 
Flanagan, John. The Ranger’s Apprentice (Ruins of Gorlan, PB 2006, now 11 books) 
Will has lived in the castle since he was an infant, but now it is time for him and his peers to 
begin their next stage of training. He wants to be a knight as he imagines his father was, but 
instead he is chosen to be the apprentice of the mysterious Ranger. Also The Brotherband 
Chronicles 
 
Hale, Shannon. The Goose Girl (PB 2009) and others in the Bayern series 
As in the Grimms’ Fairy Tale, the evil handmaiden pretends to be the true princess while the 
princess must tend the geese. In this twist, however, Ani discovers her true talents as she 
takes care of the geese. Controlling the wind helps her begin to take control of her future. 
 
 
Lin, Grace. When the Sea Turned to Silver (2016)  
When the Emperor’s soldiers kidnap her grandmother, Pinmai must go on a quest to find the 
Luminous Stone to trade for her freedom. The third in this companion series, weaving 
Chinese folklore and thrilling adventure. 
 
 
Messenger, Shannon. Keeper of the Lost Cities. (PB 2013) 
Sophie is transported from her family to the world of elves where she belongs, but 
questions remain. Why was she raised in California? Who wanted to keep her safe, and 
who is after her now? The first book in a fantasy series, for fans of  The Unwanteds.  
 

Nielsen, Jennifer. The False Prince (PB 2013) Ascendance Trilogy 
Sage and three other boys are captured by Connor, a noble who wants to 
overthrow the king. As Connor’s evil plans unfold, the boys realize the 
danger they are in. Sage is more than just an unfortunate orphan, and layers 
of deceit unfold in this exciting adventure.  
 



 
Sands, Kevin. The Blackthorn Key. (PB 2016) Mark of the Plague (PB 
2017) the Assassin’s Curse (2017) 
Alchemists are disappearing throughout the city, leaving the apprentices to 
wonder what evil force is lurking. Christopher Rowe was happy as an 
apprentice, but now he must use his skills to unravel complex codes to 
solve the mystery and save the world. 

 
Stroud, Jonathan. Amulet of Samarkand (Bartimaeus series, available in 
paperback) 
If you loved Harry Potter, try Stroud’s world of wizardry. In this book 
Nathaniel is apprenticed to a mediocre wizard. He defies his master by 
conjuring a powerful djinni whom he tells to steal the most powerful object in 
the wizarding world.  

 
Townsend, Jessica. Nevermoor. The Trials of Morrigan Crow (2017)  
All of the town’s troubles are blamed on Morrigan Crow, the unlucky girl whose bad luck 
affects the lives of all those around her according to the townspeople. Then on her 11th 
birthday when her fate says she is doomed to die, Jupiter North comes to whisk her away. 
Parallels to Harry Potter. 
 

Become a Community: Fantasy 
 
Black, Holly. The Iron Trial (PB 2015)  
Harry Potter fans will be thrilled to read a new series of a magician in training. Callum 
Hunt has fled from magic all his life, and his father does not want him to be accepted into 
the Magisterium. He tries valiantly to fail every test so that he is not admitted into the 
school. First of the Magisterium series: Copper Gauntlet (PB 2016), Bronze Key (PB 
2017) Silver Mask (2017) 

 
Cody, Matthew. Powerless (PB 2011) Super (PB 2014) Villainous (2014)  
Daniel moves to a town that calls itself the safest place in the universe. Is 
it? What is so odd about some of his classmates? Daniel uses his detective 
skills to unlock the secrets of this town and learn why his friends become 

powerless at age thirteen.  
 
Gidwitz, Adam. A Tale Dark and Grimm. (PB 2011) In a Glass 
Grimmly (PB 2013) The Grimm Conclusion (2013) 
Hansel and Gretel walk through eight tales in this book. As the author 
frequently warns the reader, these tales are not for young children and 
that they should go to bed “Because this is where things start to get, 
well . . .  awesome.” 



 
Hale, Shannon and Dean. Rapunzel’s Revenge (PB 2008) Calamity 
Jack (PB 2010) 
Rapunzel, trapped in her tower, does not realize what the evil queen 
has done to the land outside the sheltered castle grounds. When she 
understands the devastation, however, she escapes and tries to bring 
the queen to justice with the help of her hair which makes a great lasso. 
A graphic novel. 
 

Hoffman, Alice. Nightbird (2015)  
Twig’s family moves to town under cover of night, and no friends can visit their house. 
Keeping family secrets hidden becomes more difficult when stories of a flying beast put 
the town on high alert. 
 
 
 

 
Magoon, Kekla. Shadows of Sherwood: A Robyn Hoodlum 
Adventure (PB 2016)  
The night Robyn’s parents are captured, she flees to the forest. 
Soon a cast of misfits band together to find them and to right the 
wrongs of the government and protect the poor. A dystopian twist 
on the Robin Hood story. Start of a series. 

 
McMann, Lisa. The Unwanteds (PB 2012) or sequels 
The Hunger Games meets Harry Potter. At age 13, the children in 
Quill are sorted into three categories: Wanted, Necessary, and 
Unwanted. Any hint of imagination or creativity can send someone to 
the Eliminators. The Unwanteds are carted out of town only to 
discover the fantastic world of Artime where their talents are 
embraced.  
 

Stroud, Jonathan. The Screaming Staircase (Lockwood & Company) 
Ghosts are appearing throughout London,  and only young people can see and 
destroy them. Lucy becomes the third member of Lockwood & Company, a 
Psychic Detective Agency run entirely by teenagers who are highly talented, 
often distracted, and have strategy meetings over cookies and tea.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
Be Yourself: Science Fiction 

 
Fforde, Patricia. The List  (2017) 
In this dystopian book, residents of the Ark are required to speak using only the 500 
approved words. As apprentice to the Wordsmith, Lette can record words that are retired 
and prepares the lists of words for teachers. When the Wordsmith disappears, Lette starts 
to investigate what happened to him and to ask important questions about her 
community.  
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Double Identity (PB 2007) 
Beth’s overprotective parents are acting strange. First, they start whispering to each 
other, and then they drive Beth to a new town and leave her with a stranger. What is 
going on? Why are some people staring at her? 
 
 
 
L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time. (available in paperback) 
Meg is awkward and unhappy, brilliant but struggling at school. Meg is convinced that 
her missing father will return, and in this Newbery award winning book, she gets to test 
her talents as she goes on an adventure to rescue him.  
 
 

 
Westerfeld, Scott. Leviathan (PB 2010) Also 
Behemoth and Goliath 
In this Steampunk version of World War I, Alek 
escapes from his castle in a Clanker, a machine that 
moves like a beast,  and his parents’ servants try to 
hide the prince on a mountain. When airship 
Leviathan crashes nearby, the two sides of the war 
meet and become unusual allies in this action 
adventure book, the first of a trilogy. 

 
Become a Community: Science Fiction 

 
Angleberger, Tom and Paul Dellinger. Fuzzy (2016)  
Max is happy to help the robot Fuzzy adjust to Vanguard Middle School. Vanguard is a 
school of the future, run by robots and committed to UpGrade scores. Their friendship is 
more important than they first imagined as they learn why Fuzzy is being trained to learn 
human emotions. A robot for the imagined future, as funny as the Origami Yoda books. 
 



 
 
 

Black, Jay. Urban Outlaws (PB 2015)  
In Robin Hood style, five gifted kids perform Random Acts of Kindness. They 
may have met their match in pursuing Proteus, an evil computer that can 
steal data from anywhere and wants to take over the world. Technical 
wizardry, fast paced action. There are now five in the series. Fans of Alex 
Rider will appreciate the series. 
Lockdown (PB 2016) Counterstrike (PB 2016) 

 
Holyoke, Polly. The Neptune Project (PB 2014) 
Nere knows that she loves the ocean and 
swimming with her dolphin friends. When the 
government orders everyone to leave the ocean 
colonies, she discovers that she has been 
genetically modified to live in the ocean. Will she 
survive the journey to find the Neptune colony? 
Followed by The Neptune Challenge (PB 2016) 
and The Neptune Promise (PB 2017) 
 

Messner, Kate. Wake Up Missing (PB 2014)  
Cat agrees to go to a special hospital in Florida in order to treat her concussion. She 
gradually realizes that she and everyone there is in danger.  
 
 
 
 
Reisman, Michael. Simon Bloom, Gravity Keeper (or sequels) (PB 2009)  
Simon finds a book that helps him control the laws of physics. When two evil guys try to 
steal the book from him, he uses his powers gained from the book and help from his 
friends to defeat them. 
 

 
 
Smith, Dan. Boy X (PB 2014) 
When Ash wakes up from a drugged sleep, he finds himself on a remote island in a 
concrete building. He thinks his mother’s role as a geneticist has made him a target, 
and as he tries to escape he realizes that he has newfound powers. A thriller. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Stewart, Trenton Lee. Mysterious Benedict Society (PB 2007) first of 
trilogy 
Four children are selected by mysterious exams to enter the Learning 
Institute for the Very Enlightened, and they must work together to save 
the world from an evil man. 
 
 

 
Be Yourself: Mystery 
 
Beatty, Robert. Serafina and the Black Cloak (PB 2016) Serafina and 
the Twisted Staff (PB 2017), Serafina and the Splintered Heart (PB 
2018) 
Serafina lives in the shadows of the castle with her father, the keeper 
of the furnace. She observes the visitors and castle life but does not 
become involved until she witnesses an evil figure in a black cloak 
enveloping a young girl in a yellow dress.  

 
Dowd, Siobhan. The London Eye Mystery (PB 2009) 
Ted and Kat see their cousin walk onto the London Eye, the largest ferris wheel in the 
world, but they do not see him get off. Where is he? It is up to them to find the clues 
and rescue their cousin. 
 

 
Gibbs, Stuart. Belly Up (PB 2011) Poached, (PB 
2015)  Big Game (PB 2016) Pandamonium (PB 
2018) 
The famous hippo, mascot of the megazoo 
FunJungle, is belly up in his exhibit. How did Harry 
die? Teddy is convinced that Harry was murdered, 
and his investigation turns up intrigue and danger. 

 
Sands, Kevin. The Blackthorn Key. (PB 2016) Mark of the Plague (PB 
2017) Assassin’s Curse (2017) 
Alchemists are disappearing throughout the city, leaving the apprentices 
to wonder what evil force is lurking. Christopher Rowe was happy as an 
apprentice, but now he must use his skills to unravel complex codes to 
solve the mystery and save the world. (Also listed under Fantasy) 
 



 
 
 

Become a Community: Mystery 
 
Balliett, Blue. Hold Fast (2013) 
Her father is missing, thieves ransack their apartment, and the family has nothing left 
but their love for each other. Early soon learns how difficult life is in a homeless shelter. 
She must solve the mystery of her father’s disappearance before her mother loses 

hope.  
 
Berry, Julie. The Scandalous Sisterhood of Prickwillow Place (PB 2016) 
“Pocked, Stout, Dour, Dear, Disgraceful, Dull, Smooth - the seven adjectives 
describing the seven students attending St. Etheldreda’s School for Young Ladies. 
When their teachers are inconveniently poisoned at dinner, the seven proper 
young ladies choose to continue at their school, pretending nothing is wrong while 
they try to solve the mystery and hope the killer won’t strike again. 
 

 
Turnage, Sheila. Three Times Lucky (PB 2013) The 
Ghosts of Tupelo Landing (PB 2015) Odds of Getting 
Even (PB 2017) 
In a small southern town where everyone knows 
everyone, Mo has a summer agenda of hanging out at 
the cafe run by the folks who are raising her, playing 
with her best friend, and  
trying to learn more about where she came from. 
Mysteries begin to pile up with a mysterious car, a 

murder, and out of town detectives. Good thing Mo is three times lucky. 
 
 

Be Yourself: Adventure 
 
Anderson, Jody Lee. My Diary from the Edge of the World (PB 2017) 
In a world where Dragons burned down the local T. J. Max, where the Sasquatches are 
real and scary, and where the trees are encroaching the shopping malls, is it surprising 
that it has an edge one can fall off?. Gracie’s family journeys to the edge to escape from 
the dark cloud that seems to be following her younger brother.  
 
 

 



 
 
Beasley, Cassie. Tumble and Blue (2017) 
Tumble wants to be a hero, but she is the one who ends up needing rescues. Blue has 
lost every contest or game he has entered. Their fate seems to be mixed up in the family 
curse, and this is the summer that someone may be able to lift the curse. An adventure 
perfect for those who loved the book Savvy. 
 
 
Frost, Helen. Diamond Willow (PB 2011) 
Diamond wants to take her dog team to her grandparents’ house, but the trip is more 
difficult than she had imagined. The text on each page of this novel forms a diamond. 
 
 

 
Horowitz, Anthony: Stormbreaker (PB 2006) and other Alex Rider 
titles 
After Alex Rider’s uncle dies, the M16 British Intelligence agency 
recruits Alex to take over his uncle’s dangerous work. 
 
 
 
 

Smith, Roland. Peak (PB 2008) 
Peak gets busted for scaling a building in New York City. His estranged 
father rescues him from juvenile detention and brings him to Nepal where he 
has a chance to climb Mount Everest. Edge PB 2016) is a thriller, his next 
adventure, on a mountain in Afghanistan. 
IQ Independence Hall (PB 2008) (Six total in the series) 

IQ and his new stepsister Angela are touring the country with their newly married parents 
and their popular band, Match. A year off of school, a deluxe motorhome, what could go 
wrong? Former Secret Service agents, international spies, and mysterious circumstances. 
 
 

Westerfeld, Scott. Leviathan (PB 2010) Also 
Behemoth and Goliath 
In this Steampunk version of World War I, Alek 
escapes from his castle in a Clanker, a machine that 
moves like a beast,  and his parents’ servants try to 
hide the prince on a mountain. When airship 
Leviathan crashes nearby, the two sides of the war 
meet and become unusual allies in this action 
adventure book, the first of a trilogy. 



 
 

Become a Community: Adventure 
 
Black, Jay. Urban Outlaws (PB 2015) Lockdown (PB 2016) Counterstrike 
(PB 2016) 
In Robin Hood style, five gifted kids perform Random Acts of Kindness. 
They may have met their match in pursuing Proteus, an evil computer that 
can steal data from anywhere and wants to take over the world. Technical 
wizardry, fast paced action. There are now five in the series. Fans of Alex 
Rider will appreciate the series. (Also listed in science fiction) 

 
Grabenstein, Chris. Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
(PB 2014) Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics (PB 2017) 
Mr. Lemoncello’s Great Library Race (2017)  
Twelve lucky essay winners spend the night in the 
fantastic new library and then are given the challenge of 
finding the secret escape route. In the Library Olympics, 
teams from around the country compete in a contest that 
helps determine the true value of a library. 

 
Holyoke, Polly. The Neptune Project (PB 2014) 
Nere knows that she loves the ocean and swimming with her dolphin friends. 
When the government orders everyone to leave the ocean colonies, she discovers 
that she has been genetically modified to live in the ocean. Will she survive the 
journey to find the Neptune colony? 
Followed by The Neptune Challenge (PB 2016) and The Neptune Promise (PB 
2017) (Also listed in science fiction) 
 
 

Jacobson, Jennifer. Small As an Elephant. (PB 2013)
Jack’s unpredictable mother leaves him at a campsite in the Acadia National Park. 
Unwilling to ask for help, Jack tries to find his way home by himself in this survival story 
(Also listed in realistic fiction) 
 
 
 

 
Magoon, Kekla. Shadows of Sherwood: A Robyn Hoodlum Adventure (PB 2016) The night 
Robyn’s parents are captured, she flees to the forest. Soon a cast of misfits band together 
to find them and to right the wrongs of the government and protect the poor. A dystopian 
twist on the Robin Hood story. Start of a series. (Also listed in fantasy) 



 
 

 
Messner, Kate. Wake Up Missing (PB 2014)  
Cat agrees to go to a special hospital in Florida in order to treat her concussion. She 
gradually realizes that she and everyone there is in danger.  (also listed in science fiction) 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ancient World: Good preview for sixth grade social studies 
 

 
Golding, Julia. Secret of the Sirens. (Companions Quartet) (PB 2006) 
Connie moves in with her aunt and thinks she will be in yet one more place 
where she does not fit in. She does not know that what she has set apart will 
make her important to the Preservation of Mythical Creatures. Sirens, medusas, 
and other mythical beasts play a role in this series, excellent for Harry Potter 
fans. 
 
 
 

 
Hennessey, Carolyn. Pandora Gets Jealous (PB 2008) plus sequels 
Pandora does not mean to open the box that lets all the disaster into the world. She is just 
trying to bring in a project for school that will impress her friends. Now she must go on a 
journey to recover the ills she has set lose. Accompanied by her friends and their “shell 
phones,” the setting feels like middle school in ancient times. 
 
 
 
Hinds, Gareth. Odyssey (PB 2010) 
This beautiful graphic novel tells the famous story of Odysseus as he tries to return home 
after the Trojan War. 
 
 
 
 
Napoli, Donna Jo. Treasury of Egyptian Mythology: Classic Stories of Gods, Goddesses, 
Monsters, and Mortal. (2013) 
A beautifully illustrated collection of the classic stories in Egyptian mythology. 
 



 
 
Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief , The Red Pyramid or any in the series 
Percy Jackson does not fit in at school. Reading is difficult for him, and 
disaster follows in his wake. When he is accused of stealing Zeus’s 
thunderbolt, he must go on a quest with his new friends to discover who 
really stole it. 
 
 
 

 
 
Urdu, Anne. The Shadow Thieves (PB 2007) plus sequels 
If you liked The Lightning Thief, you might like another adventure into the world of the Greek 
Gods. Children are getting sick, losing their shadows. Charlotte and her cousin Zee have to 
adventure into the Underworld to find out who is stealing them and must confront the 
grandson of Hades who is trying to take over the world. First of a trilogy. 
 
 

Be Yourself: Memoir and Biography 
 
Gownley, Jimmy. The Dumbest Idea Ever (PB 2014)  
Jimmy was one of the most popular kids in his class until he got chicken pox, missed 
the championship basketball game, and dared to convince his teacher that comic 
books were valuable literature. A graphic novel memoir.  
 
 
 

Kehret, Peg. Small Steps, The Year I Got Polio (PB 2006) 
You may have read Peg Kehret’s exciting adventure books. This book is her personal 
adventure of how she survived polio, a disease that paralyzed her from the neck down. It 
was only through hard work that she was able to walk again. 
 

 
 
Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 
Changed the World (2012) 
It’s no wonder this book won awards. You may have heard of the autistic woman whose 
way of seeing the world has changed the treatment of animals. You may not know that 
she grew up in Dedham. A well written account of Temple Grandin’s life. 
 

 



 
 
 
Sheinkin, Steve. Two Miserable Presidents. (PB 2015) 
“History, with the good bits put back.” The Civil War as you wish you could learn it, by 
Steve Sheinkin, an author who likes history so much he spends up to ten hours a day in 
the library trying to learn more about it. 
 
 
 
Sheinkin, Steve. Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam 
War (2015) 

Real life drama: how and why Daniel Ellsberg leaked details of the Pentagon papers and 
became known as the Most Dangerous Man in America. Meticulous research, dramatic 
detail, a suspenseful story. 

 
Stone, Tanya Lee. Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream. Follow 
thirteen women as they try to become NASA’s first women astronauts in the early 
1960’s.  (PB 2009) 
 
 
 

Turner, Pamela. Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune (PB 2018) 
The cover reads: “WARNING: Very few people in this story die of natural causes.” 
Adventure, heroism, and swords, in the action packed life of the legendary samurai 
warrior. Pictures by Gareth Hinds, and 60 pages of endnotes for those readers who want 
all the details.  
 
 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Brown Girl Dreaming (PB 2016) 
A memoir in verse of growing up in the 1960’s and 1970’s in the south and in New York City 
in the midst of Jim Crow Laws, Civil Rights, and family. Winner of a Newbery Honor, 
American Book Award, and a Coretta Scott King Award. 
 
 

Become a Community: Memoir and Biography 
 
Bragg, Georgia. How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous. (PB 2012) 
A celebration of the endings of 19 historical figures for those readers who appreciate the 
gory details. 
 



 
 
Hoose, Phillip. Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice (PB 2010)
Rosa Parks was not the only who who refused to move to the back of the bus. Nine 
months earlier, Claudette Colvin protested the Jim Crow laws and got into trouble. 
Read about the challenges Claudette faced as she stood up for what she believed.  
 
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster (PB 2014) 
One of the best of the 100 year Titanic anniversary books. This narrative explores the 
disaster following four people’s experiences and pictures that show pictures and objects 
from the Titanic. 
 
 
 

Be Yourself: Nonfiction 
 
Dendy, Leslie and Mel Boring. Guinea Pig Scientists (PB 2014) 
 Read true stories of scientists who did experiments on themselves. For example, in the 
chapter Baked British Gentlemen, the scientists withstood temperatures up to 200 
degrees to see what happens to the body’s core temperature. Fascinating and a little 
gross. 
 
 
Janeczko, Paul B. The Dark Game: True Spy Stories. (PB 2012) 
From George Washington during the American Revolution to Robert Hanson of this 
century, spies have been collecting and passing on secrets. A collection of true stories. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kidd, Chip. Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design. (2013) 
Must reading for students interested in graphic design. Made for kids by Chip Kidd, a graphic 
designer best known for his creative book covers. 
 

 
 
Macaulay, David and Richard Walker. The Way We Work: Getting to Know the 
Amazing Human Body  (2008) 
Another masterpiece by Macaulay with his famous colored pencil illustrations. Fans of 
The Way Things Work will be interested in discovering how their bodies work. 



 
 
 
Newquist. HP. The Book of Blood: From Legends and Leeches to Vampires and Veins. 
(2012) 
Blood, gore, and the science and stories behind it. As the cover says, “It all begins, and 
ends, with blood.” 
 
 
Stone, Tanya Lee. The Good, The Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll’s History and her Impact 
on Us (PB 2015) 
A fascinating view on our social history through the famous doll. Part biography of Ruth 
Handler, the doll’s creator, and part the story of Barbie’s influence on generations of 
girls, both positive and negative. 
 

 
Become a Community: Nonfiction 

 
Deem, James. Bodies from the Ice: Melting Glaciers and the Recovery of the 
Past. (2008) 
As the glaciers change and melt, bodies trapped inside the ice reveal 
information about history. From the author of Bodies from the Ash and 
Bodies from the Bog. 
 
 

 
Hopkinson, Deborah. Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the 
Pacific World (PB 2018)  
War II enthusiasts will be fascinated by these accounts of the US submarine war. 
Primary sources including official Naval documents, photographs and first person 
accounts vividly demonstrate the heroics of the small submarine force 
 

 
 
Jarrow, Gail. Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary (2010)  
Follow the trail of the epidemiologist who was challenged to discover the cause of 
seemingly random typhoid outbreaks and who discovered “Typhoid Mary,” the 
cook who did not want to believe that she could make anyone sick.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Partridge, Elizabeth. Marching for Freedom: Walk Together, Children, and Don't 
You Grow Weary (2009) 
Tells the amazing story of the children involved in the protests and then the 
walk from Selma to Montgomery to give black citizens the right to vote in 1965.  
 
 

 
Peters, Marilee, Patient Zero: Solving the Mysteries of Deadly Epidemics (PB 2014)  
Stories of scientific sleuthing and courage, solving the mystery of what caused the 
seven most deadly epidemics. 
 
 
 
Sheinkin, Steve. Lincoln’s Grave Robbers (2013) 
For those who like their crime thrillers to be true stories. A group of counterfeiters 
plotted to take Lincoln’s body from his grave and trading it to get their leader out of 
jail. The newest book from Steve Sheinkin, the Newbery and Seibert award 
winning author, 
 

 
Swanson, James L. Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (2009) 
John Wilkes Booth was on the loose for twelve days after he killed 
Lincoln. This historical thriller follows Booth’s journey in detail.  
Chasing King’s Killer (2018) 
James Earl Ray was on the loose for more than a month after he 
killed Martin Luther King, Jr. This book begins with King’ life, and 
then it describes how Ray began his pursuit of King and the work of 
the detectives to find him. 

 
Woolet, Laura E. Big Top Burning : The Story of an Arsonist, a Missing Girl, and 
the Greatest Show on Earth (2015)  
What really happened on July 6, 1944 that caused one of the worst fire disasters 
in our history? Read the stories, evaluate the evidence, and draw your own 
conclusions about the cause of the great fire in this disaster story that is still a 
mystery.  






